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Into Scotland. James I. had already irritated the
Scotch by his Fixe Articles, establishing various
regulations, which were regarded as kk Papistical" by
the rigidly Calvinistic Presbyterians. By Charles
much more vigorous measures were taken ; the con-
fiscated Church property was resumed, and Laud
asserted that he was, as Archbishop of Canterbury,
supreme over the Scottish Church, and used his
authority to introduce that good order and discipline
which was so clear to him. Kventually a riot at
Edinburgh led to disturbances all over the country ;
a committee of estates, known as The Tables, was
assembled in place of the Parliament, which Charles
had dissolved, and in opposition to the Royal
Council, and the Covenant which had been drawn up
in defence of Protestantism against Mary Stuart was
again taken (1638). The king appeared to give way,
but actually he was preparing to enforce his views
by arms, and a Scotch army, consisting mainly of
men who had fought in Germany, was collected and
placed under the command of Alexander Leslie. So
powerful was it that the royal forces did not dare to
fight, and a pacification was arranged But Charles
was now determined to have his own way, and in
order to obtain the necessary supplies, he at last
called a Parliament,

This assembly, to which the epithet "Short11 has
been applied, at once began to discuss grievances,
and was, as a result, quickly dissolved But the time
for arbitrary rule had passed ; the royal army was
inefficient and mutinous, a great council of Peers
could do but little, and even Strafford himself could